“ARE THE VEDAS THE WORD OF GOD? 
| —— SON 


‘Prove all things, hold fast that which is good,” 


In all parts of India, millions of Reoite believe the 
Tantras, the Puranas, the Mahabharata, the Bhagabad 
Gita, the Ramayana, and the Vedas are all holy books 
given by God to teach men how to worship Him 
according to the Hindoo form of religion, If Hindoos 
are asked to give proof that their Shastras were given 
by God, the common replies are, ‘‘ No proof is needed;’’ 
“Our gurus say so;” “Our pundits tell us so;” ‘‘The 
ancient Rishis wrote so.” Very few will try to give 
any proof, for they feel and know that they have little 
~ or no proof to give, In buying and selling, in all 
worldly business, and in the courts of law, people must; 
prove every thing, or they will not be satisfied, In this 
they act wisely, but in things pertaining to the soul 
which is infinitely more valuable than the body, and all 
the riches and possessions in the world, they act very 
unwisely, 

They believe that the soul does not die when the body 
dies, but that after the death of the body it continues 
to live either in happiness or misery, Every body 
wishes the soul to go to heaven and be happy for ever, 
and nobody wishes the soul to go to hell and be miser- 
able for ever, Many people do much, labour hard, and 
spend much money to escape the punishment of sin, and 
to get enough of merit to take their souls to heaven; 
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but they are not certain what will be the fruit of their 
labour, whether they will get to heaven or not. They 
‘do not ask proof that the way of salvation recommended 
by the Shastras is the right way, or that the Shastras 
themselves possess the qualities of a revelation such as 
we might. expect from a holy, merciful, and loving God 
to teach sinners of all ranks and classes how to obtain 
deliverance from sin, and become heirs of the purity,. 
and happiness of heaven, 


\ 


' Many persons who have received a good education, 
Bay the Tantras, and the Puranas are so immoral in their 
teaching that they cannot be called holy books, Other 
learned Hindoos say that the Mahabharata, the Bhagabad | 
Gita, and the Ramayana were written by great poets, 
and are not holy books, They say the Vedas only are 
holy books given by God to teach men how to worship 
Him, Such persons, when asked for proof that the 
Vedas are holy books, frequently are unable to give it, 
or say that it is of such a kind that only educated 
Hindoos, taught by their pundits or gurus, can under- 
stand, But many pundits and gurus do not themselves 
understand the Vedas, Let me earnestly request the 
reader of this tract to pause, and honestly ask himself 
the questions, ‘‘What proof can I give that the Vedas 
are holy books given by God to teach men to do His 
holy will? Can I give proof such as would be received 
as good in a court of law?” 

The Vedas are very old, and no one knows when they 
were composed, For many years the Vedas were not 
“written, but, from generation to generation, the gurus 
made their pupils commit, them carefully to memory, 
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and in this way they were preserved. The writing of 
the Vedas was absolutely forbidden, and in the Maha- 
bharata it is written, ‘“‘Those who sell the Vedas, and 
even those who write them, those also who defile ery 
they shall go to hell,’ 

That there is some good teaching in the Vedas we do 

not wish to deny; but some good teaching in a book 
does not make it a God-given book when there is much 
teaching in it that is not good, Our school books contain 
‘good moral teaching, and many of them tell ‘us about 
God, His goodness, His mercy, His holiness, and His 
love; but no one ever thinks that they are given to us 
by God, and that they should be reverenced by us as 
holy books, Wicked persons very often say good and holy 
‘things, and give very good advice, but nobody regards 
them as teachers sent by God to teach men the ie of 
righteousness, 
Very few people know what is written in the Vedas; 
and fewer still know the meaning of much that is 
written in them. Even the most of those who ‘are 
educated are therefore not able, from their own know- 
‘ledge, to express any opinion about the Vedas, whether 
they were taught to men by God or not, Let us therd- 
‘fore consider fairly and honestly some things which shew 
that the Vedas are not what Hindoos say they are, and 
‘that: those who composed them were not taught and 
guided by God in the composing of them, 


THE ORIGIN OF THE VEDAS, 
The only books in which we can get evidence on this 


‘point are the Vedas themselves, and some other Sanscrit 
writings; and what do they say? 
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1, In the Rig-Veda X. 90, it is said that the Vedas 
sprang from the sacrifice of Purusha, 

2, In the Atharva-Veda X, 7, 70, it is said that the 
Vedas were cut or scraped off from Skambha as being his 
hair and his mouth, 

3. In the Atharva-Veda XIX, 54, 3, it is said the 
Vedas sprang from Time, 

4, In the Atharva-Veda XI. 7, 24, it is said the 
Vedas sprang from the leavings of a sacrifice, 

5, In the Atharva-Veda XIII, 4, 38, it is said the 
Vedas sprang from Indra, and he sprang from them, 

6, Inthe Eleventh Khanda of the Satapatha Brah- 
mana, it is said the Vedas were produced from Agni, 
Vayu, and Surjya, Manu says the same, 

7. ‘In the Satapatha Brahmana XLV, 5, 4, 10, it is 
said the Vedas are the breathings of the Great Being, 

8, In the Satapatha Brahmana VII. 5, 2, 52, it is 
said the Vedas were dug by the gods out of the Mind- 
Ocean, | 

9, In the Taittiria Brahmana IT, 8, 85, it is said that 
Vach (speech) is the mother of the Vedas. 

10, In the Taittiria Brahmana III, 39, 1, it is said 
the Vedas are the hair of Prajapati’s beard, 

11, In the Vishnu Purana I, 5, 48, it is said the 
Vedas issued from the mouth of Brahma, 

12, In the Harivansa 11, 516, it is said the Vedas 
were produced from the Gayatri, 

13, In the Mahabharata, Santi-parva 12, 920, it is 
said that Saraswati was the mother of the Vedas, 


14, In the Vishnu-Purana III, 3, 19, it is said the 
Vedas are Vishnu, 
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Here then we have, from boeks which the Hindoos 
call holy, and reverence very much, fourteen different 
ways in which the Vedas were produced, They cannot 
all be true. Which are we to believe as true? Can 
these be the words of true, and holy men taught by 
God? God cannot contradict Himself, mor teach men, 
as true, what is impossible, 

Nor is that all. The above fourteen examples shew 
that the Vedas were not composed by men, but in some 
very wonderful way without the help of man, But in 
the Vedas it is also written that the hymns were composed 
by Rishis, and.the names of the authors are given, One 
of the authors was a king, R, V, II, 42,* and another 
was a woman, V, 28, In II. 389, 8, itis written, ‘‘These 
magnifying prayers, this hymn, O Aswins, the Gristandas 
have made;”’ I, 62, 13, ‘‘Nodhas, descendant of Gotama, 
fashioned this new hymn for thee, O Indra;” V, 2, 11, 
“‘¥ a sage, have fabricated this hymn for thee, O power- 
ful deity, as a skilful workman fashions a car;” X. 54, 
6, ‘‘A honorific hymn has been uttered to Indra by 
Vrihadutha, maker of hymns;” I, 61, 4, “To him 
(Indra) I send forth a hymn, as a carpenter a cart;” 
I, 64, 61, ‘‘Thus, O Indra, yoker of steeds, have the 
Gotamas made hymns for thee efficaciously,’’ In these 
and in many other hymns the Rishis say that they made 
the hymns, and presented them as offerings to please the 
gods, 

In other parts of the Vedas the Rishis confess their 
own ignorance, I, 20, 1; II, 39, 8, and ask the help of 


* R. V.=Rig Veda, and in subseqent references will not be 
repeated, : . 


ce 


the gods as, VI, 47, 10, ‘‘O Indra, have mercy, give mo 
my daily bread, sharpen my mind like the edge of an 
aron instrument, Whatever I may now utter, longing 
for thee, do thou accept;”’ ‘‘Indra and Agui, the clear 
understanding you have given me is given by no*one 
else, and so gifted have I composed this hymn;” ‘the 
thoughtful gods produce these hymns,” Another Rishi 
asks the help of the Soma juice (an intoxicating drink) 
in composing a hymn, IX, 9, 8; another says he was 
powerfully inspired after drinking Soma, VI, 47, 3; and 
another says he prepared his hymn with the heart, the 
mind, and the understanding, I. 171; 23 JT 859 


We have thus before us fourteen cxtracts from the 
Shastras shewing that ths Vedas were produced without 
the help of man; seven extracts out of fifty-seven that 
could be given, shewing that the Rishis composed their 
hymns without the help of the gods; and seven extracts 
out of many that could be given, shewing that the 
Rishis asked for, and got the help of the gods in com- 
posing their hymns, More than one hundred extracts 
could be given shewing that the Vedas were composed 
by men with or without the help of the gods, Which 
of these theories are we te believe as the true one? 
They cannot all be true, If aman ina court of law 
contradicted himself in this way, nobody would believe 
what he said; and if several persons contradicted each 
other, all would say that some of them were saying’ what 
‘was not true, What shall we say about those who 
composed the Vedas? If God had taught them, they 


would all have agreed in What they taught about. the 
origin of the Vedas, 
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HOW OLD THE VEDAS ARE. 


~ We do not now wish to find out how many years it is 
since the Vedas were composed; for no body can tell us 
that. Beyond saying that they are two thousand five 
hundred years old, the most learned students and writers 
can only guess and suppose what is the age of the Vedas, 
But in the Vishnu Purana it is said that they are eternal, 
and even Manu says they are the eternal eye of the 
patriarchs, of gods, and of men. Nearly all Hindoos 
believe the Vedas are eternal, that is, that they h 
beginning, Let us consider this, . 

No one can truly say that the Rishis had no beginning, 
that the sacrifice of Purusha had no beginning, that the 
Gayatri had no beginning (for Visvamitra, the poet, com- 
posed it), that Indra, Agni, Vayu, and Surjya had no 
beginning; and it is said the Vedas Sprang from these, 
Besides, the Rishis speak fifty-two times of new hymns 
and old hymns. - For instance, I. 12, 11, “Glorified by 
our newest hymns, 


ad no 


do thou give us wealth, and food 
with progeny;” J, 89, 8, ‘We invoke thee with an 
ancient hymn Bhaga, Mitra &;”? VI. 48, 11, “Friends, 
draw hither the milch cows with a new hymn ;” IX, 9, 
8, “Prepare (O Soma) the paths 


for our newest, most 
recent hymn,” 


Again, we read in the Vedas of the 
rivers Indus, Ganges, Saraswati, and some others; of 


war, of victory, of defeat, of friends, and of enemies, 


There are prayers for victory, for defeat and destruction 
of enemies, prayers for food, cattle, horses, and beautiful 
Wives and children, The Vedas also tell us of the 
existence in India of farmers, blacksmiths, copper- 
smiths, carpenters, thieves, robbers, gamblers, prosti- 
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tutes, spirit sellers, and-all manner of things for war, 
trade, and household work, But these all had a begin- 
ning, and, if the Vedas had no beginning, how are all 


these things in them? 


WERE THE RISHIS HOLY MEN? 

On reading this question some will say, ‘‘Of course 
they were. Who candeny it?” Let us try to find out 
what sort of men they were by considering what is 
written about them in the Vedas, Were they holy men, 
and men that loved God? Many say they were the 
holiest men that ever lived, But what does holy mean? 
Many think that all those are holy persons who repeat 
mantras, who go on pilgrimages, who fast often, 
who rub their bodies with ashes, who frequently repeat 
the names of the gods, who become voishnabs or 
biragis, and who attend to all rites necessary to make 
them holy in the eyes of their fellow men. Bat very 
many persons who do these things tell lies, deceive, 
cheat, steal, use unclean words, and are guilty of 
adultery, and many other kinds of sin, Such persons 
cannot be holy. All say that God is holy, has no sin, 
and hates it. He cannot lie, deceive, or think, say, 
or do anything that is unclean, A holy person is one 
who hates sin, who loves truth, righteousness, and 
purity of heart, who loves God, the living and true God, 
and daily tries to do His holy will. A holy person tries 
to be like God in the purity of his thoughts, desires, 
words, and actions, Holiness must be in the heart. 
Let us therefore try to find out if the Rishis were men 
who daily desired and prayed for holiness, 

. Sometimes, though not often when we think of the 
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thousands of prayers in the hymns of the Vedas, sin is 
spoken of, and deliverance from it is prayed for, as, I, 
115, 6; IL. 27, 14; I, 36,14; I, 85, 8,11; VII, 86; 
VII, 89. But from whom do they ask forgiveness? 
Not from the pure, and holy God, but from the gods, 
Varuna, Agni, Indra, Surjya, VI, 54, 3, and others; also 
from rivers, mountains, clouds, X, 85, 2, The Rishis 
~ were not ascetics, as many suppose; for nearly all their 
prayers were for cows, horses, riches, grand houses, 
fertile fields, health, strength, long life, beautiful wives 
and children, and for young women; and they also 
prayed for deliverance from those who spoke against the 
intoxicating drink called Soma juice, I, 29; VIII. 7-9; 
1X, 67 &c, Their thoughts when praying seem to have 
been almost always fixed on earthly things, 


The Rishis, if we are to believe what is written in the 
hymns of the Vedas, were very rich, They say the 
gods gave them thousands of horses, and cows, and 
hundreds of camels; and that some men, it may be 
kings and princes, gave them exceeding great presents 
of horses, cattle, men, and money, VIII, 4-6; VIT, 46, 
21-388. One Rishi exclaims, “The magnificent lord, the 
protector of the virtuous, has given me five hundred 
wives, VII, 75,”’ Many quotations could be given from 
the Vedas in proof of what is written above, but what 
we have given is quite enough for any one who really 
wishes to know what is true or false, If the Rishis were 
s0 rich as is shewn above, they lived luxurious lives, 
and were in no way ascetics; and if they really were 
ascetics, and did not get such enormous presents from 
gods and men, what are we to think of the truthfulness 
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of what is written in the Vedas? Again, notice to whom 
the Rishis prayed for all these things. Not to God, but 
to the gods, Varuna, Agni, Indra, and many others; to 
rivers, mountains, clouds, X, 35, 2, and even to frogs, 
VII, 108, and dead horses, Il. 162; II. 163, 


The Rishis thought of sins against the gods and the 
heavenly bodies, but not of sin against the pure, holy, 
and righteous God. They in their prayers did not ask 
for purity of heart, humility, forbearance, longsuffering, 
greater love to God and man, or for help to serve God 
faithfully from day to day, Men who were always 
praying for riches, and great possessions, and never for 
holiness of heart, humility, and love, cannot fairly be, 
called holy, and servants of God, There affections were 
not set upon things which are above where God is, but 
on things which are in the earth, When they presented 
their offerings to the gods, and frequently called them 
to come and partake of the intoxicating drink, the Soma ° 
juice, they did so to please the gods, that they might 
get gifts of horses, cows, camels, children, and great 
riches, As we learn all this and much more from the 
Vedas, what proof have we that the Rishis were holy 
men and lovers of God? 


WHAT THE VEDAS SAY ABOUT GOD, 


This is a very important matter; for, if the Vedas 
were given by God to men, there should be much in 
them about God, and much that could be easily under- 
stood by those for whose good the Vedas were given. In 
the Vedas very little is said about God, and, among the 
hundreds of hymns contained in them, only one or two 
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ean be supposed to teach that there is only one God, and 
not two Gods, X. 121 and 129; and it is very difficult 
to understand whether it is the one living and true God, 
or only one of the gods exalted above all the other gods 
that is spoken of in these hymns, When speaking on 
this subject, many persons use the words found in the 
Chandogya Upanishad ‘‘ekam evadvitiyam,’’ but these 
words do not teach that there is only one God, and not 
a second God, Their meaning is that God is everything 
and everything is God, that the heavens and the earth, 
and everything dead or alive that is in them is God, 
That is pantheism, The religion of the Vedas is poly- 
theism, or a religion of many gods, In several hymns 
it is said there are thirty-three gods, I, 139, 11; and in 
one hymn it is said there are three thousand three 
hundred and nine gods, III, 9,9, What are we to be- 
lieve, one God, thirty-three gods, or three thousand three 
hundred and nine gods? 


THE ORIGIN OF THE GODS, 


Very different accounts of the origin of the gods are 
given in the Vedas, In several places it is written that 
the Heavens and the Earth were the parents of all the 
gods, X, 72; that Ushas (the dawn) was the mother of 
the gods; that all the gods sprang from the leavings of 
a sacrifice, Atharva-Veda XI, 7, 24; that Indra produced 
the Heavens and the Earth, his own father and mother, 
VI, 72, 2. Soma is said to be the generator of Heaven, 
Earth, Agni, Surjya, Indra, and Vishnu; and Soma and 
Pushan are said to be the joint creators of Heaven and 
Earth, II, 40,1, What are we to understand by all this? 
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Let us also consider the origin of several of the gods 
separately, Indra, the son of Heaven and Karth, sprang 
from the Rig-Veda, Atharva-Veda XIII, 4,38, He is 
also called the son of Ekashakta, also the son of Soma, 
He is also said to have been created by Projapati, and to 
have sprung from the mouth of Purusha, X, 90, 13, 
Agni, the son of Heaven and Earth, is called the son of 
Aditi, He is also said to have sprang from the mouth 
of Purusha, X, 90, 18, to be the father of and to have 
stretched out the Heavens and the Earth, his own parents, 
and to be the youngest of the gods, II. 6, 7, Soma, an 
intoxicating drink, is worshipped, praised, and prayed 
to as a god, and its powers are extolled as highly as any 
of the other gods, One hundred and fourteen hymns 
are devoted specially to its praise, and the gods are fre- 
quently invited to drink it. It is frequently praised 
and worshipped in other hymns of the Vedas, What do 
modern Hindoos think of this? Does it not seem that 
the Rishis themselves liked the intoxicating Soma juice 
very much, since they praised it so highly, and so fre- 
quently invited gods and men to drink it? 


Soma is said to have been brought from a mountain 
and given to Indra, to have been a king dwelling among 
the Gandharvas, to have existed in the sky, and Gayatri 
became a bird and brought it, Soma is said to be the 
generator of Heaven and Earth, and is praised as a god 
able to do almost anything, Is it possible for any of 
these things to be true? It is impossible for them all 
to be true, 


We have given a very short account of the origin of 
the gods prayed to, and worshipped in the Vedas, and 
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we find that the different writers disagree very much on 


this subject, Knowing this, can we say they wore 
taught by God? 


THE RANK OF THE GODS, 


In the Vedas there is little or nothing to shew that 
God is infinitely above everything that is in the universe, 
There are no praises of the greatness, glory, grandeur, 
and eternity of God such as were sung, in ancient days, 
in praise of the gods and goddesses whom the Rishis 
worshipped. Reading the hymns of the Vedas, one 
would think that the gods were the only beings worthy 
of praise, and that God, the Creator and the Preserver of 
the universe and all things therein, was of little import- 
ance, and not to be compared with the gods that were 
supposed to be the givers of all blessings, While 
hundreds of hymns, and thousands of prayers are ad- 
dressed to the gods, only one or two hymns can be said 
to be addressed to the only living and true God. To 
the gods their offerings and sacrifices were presented, 
and, to all appearance, God was not in all their thoughts. 


While God was thus neglected, and the gods received 
so much praise and worship, the Rishis did not agree 
about which of the gods was the greatest, By some 
Prajapati is called the greatest, X. 121; by others Varuna, 
II, 27; II, 28; by others Agni, II, 1; by others Indra, 
IV,17; X. 86; by others Surjya, VIII. 101, 12; by 
others Vishnu, VII. 991; and even Soma, the intoxicating 

drink, is said to be the chief of all the gods and the 
giver of immortality, IX, 97, 24, 
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THE CHARACTER OF THE GODS, 


The character of a nation may be known by the 
character of the gods worshipped. If the gods are 
cruel, wicked, and fond of war, so are their worshippers. 
Now what was the character of the gods praised and 
worshipped by the ancient Rishis? They were not 
praised for their great holiness, their patience, forbear- 
ance, and love to men, nor because they loved righteous- 
ness and hated iniquity, They were praised for their 
great might, their great deeds in battle, or for their great 
beauty. They were said to have feelings, desires, and 
passions such as men have, I, 6; I. 101, 1; 1.121, They 
liked nice food to eat, and had wives and children as 
men have, X, 86, 6, Some of them sinned as men do, 
liked intoxicating drink very much, and drank large 
quantites of it, I, 29, We fearit may be truthfully said 
of the Rishis as of others, ‘Jatha deba tatha bhakta,” 


THE IMMORTALITY OF THE GODS. 


The immortality of the gods is frequently referred to 
in the hymns of the Vedas, but they were not originally 
immortal, It is said that Surjya and Agni made the 
gods immortal, IV, 54, 2; that the gods became immortal 
by drinking the intoxicating Soma juice, IX, 87, 2; 
and that some of the gods obtained immortality by aus- 
terities, II, 27, 1; X, 110, 12, Thus there is here the 
same contradiction as in the other teachings of the Vedas 
about the gods; and it is also taught that the gods, 
though said to be immortal, are constantly in dread of 
death, X, 4, 3, 9, 
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NONSENSE IN THE VEDAS, 


One of the most distinguished writers on the Vedas 
has said that whole hymns must remain a dead letter, 
because it is impossible to understand what they mean, 
It would be difficult to tell what sense there is in the 
following:—‘“ Thou, Indra, hast indeed begotten thy 
father and mother from thy own body, X. 72, 4;” ‘“‘Daksha 
sprang from Aditi; and Aditi from Daksha;” ‘‘from 
Purusha was born Viraj; and from Viraj Purusha, X, 
90;” ‘‘Agniis all the deities, and Vishnu is all the 
deities;’’ ‘‘the Vedas sprang from Indra; and he sprang 
from them, A, V, XIII, 4, 38,” Ifany one were to write 
like this in the present day, people would say he was 
foolish, or was trying to write nonsense, It has been 
well said; ‘‘The same god (in the Vedas) is sometimes 
represented as supreme, sometimes as equal, sometimes as 
inferior toother gods. The fatheris sometimesthe son, the 
brother is the husband, and she who in one hymn is the 
mother is in another the wife,’’ There is great confusion 
in the use of the names applied to the different gods, and 
there is abundant reason for the use of the words, ‘“Bedu 
hoila nana gati, ta tatwa kehi na jananti,” There is 
much truth in the words contained in the Mahabharata, 
‘Contradictory are the Vedas; contradictory are the 
Shastras; contradictory are the doctrines of the sages,” 


We cannot understand how any one really believing 
that God is a God of mercy and of love, desiring the 
happiness of the creatures He has made, and wishing to 
teach them how to obtain deliverance from their sins, 
and how to secure eternal purity and bliss in heaven, 
can believe that He would give such books as the Vedas, 
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with all their contradictions, to teach men the way to 
heaven, But people do not know what is written in 
the Vedas, and think that because they are very old, 
they are sure to be all right, and the best means of 
instructing sinful creatures how they may get heaven 
and immortality, Let the reader judge of this after 
reading carefully what is written in this tract, which 
contains only a very small part of the evidence that 
could be produced against the Vedas, 


We have not sought to prove, though it could easily 
be done, that the ways of obtaining immortality and 
deliverance from the punishment of sin, taught in the 
Vedas are such as only rich persons, or persons who 
have nothing else to do can attend to, The common 
people could never do all that the Vedas say is neces- 
sary to salvation, God wishes all to be saved, and, if 
the Vedas were His book, the way to get salvation 
would be such as all, rich and poor, young and old, 
learned and unlearned, could attend to, and suitable for 
all while engaged in their daily work of providing for 
themselves and for those dependent upon them. 


Though the Vedas are not the gift of God, God has 
given us a Holy Book which He taught holy men to 
write, in which He has made known how every one, 
man or woman, young or old, may obtain deliverance 
from sin and its punishment, and eternal happiness and 
purity in heaven, In that Book it is written: ‘‘God so 
loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth on Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life, For God sent not His Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but that the. 
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world through Him might be saved,” ‘‘This isa faithful 
saying and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus 
eame into the world to save sinners,” ‘For when we 
were yet without strength in due time Christ died for 
the ungodly. God commendeth His love towards us 
in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.” 
‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved.” ‘Neither is there salvation in any other; for 
there is none other name, under heaven, given among 
men whereby we must be saved.” ‘He that believeth 
on Him (Jesus) is not condemned; butihe that believeth 
not is condemned already, because he hath not believed 
on the only begotten Son of God,” 


The Vedic quotations, allusions, and references in 
this tract are compiled from the ‘‘ Hibbert Lectures ”’ 
by Professor Max Muller, “ Vedic Hinduism” of the 
Christian Vernacular Society, and “The Vedic 
Religion” by Dr, K. S, Macdonald, : 
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